《Scofield Reference Notes – Colossians》(C.I. Scofield)
Commentator

The first Scofield Study Bible, published in 1909 and revised in 1917, is one of the most influential theological works of the early 20th century.

Edited by Cyrus Ingerson Scofield, the Scofield Reference Bible was published by the Oxford University Press and became known to many as a handbook of fundamental theology.

The Scofield Reference Bible contains very brief commentary, often consisting of no more than a few sentences and several cross-references. The brevity of the notes allowed Scofield's commentary to be included in the margins and footnotes in study Bibles, which countless Christians use as their primary study Bible.

"The Bible, incomparably the most widely circulated of books, at once provokes and baffles study. Even the non-believer in its authority rightly feels that it is unintelligent to remain in almost total ignorance of the most famous and ancient of books. And yet most, even of sincere believers, soon retire from any serious effort to master the content of the sacred writings. The reason is not far to seek. It is found in the fact that no particular portion of Scripture is to be intelligently comprehended apart from some conception of its place in the whole. For the Bible story and message is like a picture wrought out in mosaics: each book, chapter, verse, and even word forms a necessary part, and has its own appointed place. It is, therefore, indispensable to any interesting and fruitful study of the Bible that a general knowledge of it be gained."
- From the Introduction 

A modern version of the Reference Notes (called the New Scofield Reference Bible) exists, but is a 1967 revision bearing no real relation to C. I. Scofield.

Introduction

Read first chapter of Colossians 

WRITER: The Apostle Paul ( Colossians 1:1 ) 

DATE: Colossians was sent by the same messenger who bore Ephesians and Philemon, and was probably written at the same time. 

THEME: Epaphras, who laboured in the Word in the assembly at Colosse, was Paul's fellow-prisoner at Rome. Doubtless from him Paul learned the state of that church. As to fundamentals that state was excellent ( 1:3-8 ), but in a subtle way two forms of error were at work: The first was legality in its Alexandrian form of asceticism, "touch not, taste not," with a trace of the Judaic observance of "days"; the object of which was the mortification of the body (cf Romans 8:13 ). The second form of error was false mysticism, "intruding into those things which he hath not seen"--the result of philosophic speculation. Because these are ever present perils, Colossians was written, not for that day only, but for the warning of the church in all days. 

The Epistle is in seven divisions: 

1. Introduction1:1-8 

2. The apostolic prayer1:9-14 

3. The exaltation of Christ, Creator, Redeemer, Indweller1:15-29 

4. The Godhead incarnate in Christ, in whom the believer is complete. 2:1-23. 

5. The believer's union with Christ in resurrection life and glory3:1-4 

6. Christian living, the fruit of union with Christ, 3:5-4:6 

7. Christian fellowship, 4:7-18 

01 Chapter 1 
1:6  Which is come unto you, as it is in all the world; and bringeth forth fruit, as it doth also in you, since the day ye heard of it, and knew the grace of God in truth: 

grace 

Grace (in salvation). vs. 2 Thessalonians 2:16 ; Romans 3:24 . (See Scofield "John 1:17") . 

1:14  In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins: 

redemption 

(See Scofield "Romans 3:24") . 

1:21  And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled 

reconciled 

Reconciliation. The Greek word signifies "to change thoroughly from," and occurs, Romans 5:10 ; 11:15 ; 1 Corinthians 7:11 ; 2 Corinthians 5:18 2 Corinthians 5:19 2 Corinthians 5:20 . Reconciliation looks toward the effect of the death of christ upon man, as propitiation (See Scofield "Romans 3:25") , is the Godward aspect, and is that effect of the death of Christ upon the believing sinner which, through divine power, works in him a "thorough change" toward God from enmity and aversion to love and trust. It is never said that God is reconciled. God is propitiated, the sinner reconciled (cf) 2 Corinthians 5:18-21 . 

1:26  Even the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations, but now is made manifest to his saints: 

mystery 

(See Scofield "Matthew 13:11") . 

1:27  To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory: 

mystery (See Scofield "Matthew 13:11") . 

Christ (See Scofield "Ephesians 4:24") . 

1:28  Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom; that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus: 

perfect (See Scofield "Matthew 5:48") . 

02 Chapter 2 
2:2  That their hearts might be comforted, being knit together in love, and unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the acknowledgement of the mystery of God, and of the Father, and of Christ; 

mystery of God 

The "mystery of God" is Christ, as incarnating the fulness of the Godhead, and all the divine wisdom and knowledge for the redemption and reconciliation of man. 

mystery (See Scofield "Matthew 13:11") . 

and of The best authorities omit "and of the Father, and of Christ." 

2:8  Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ. 

world 

kosmos = mankind. (See Scofield "Matthew 4:8") . 

2:11  In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, in putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ: 

the sins of 

Omit "the sins of." 

2:18  Let no man beguile you of your reward in a voluntary humility and worshipping of angels, intruding into those things which he hath not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind, 

intruding into those things 

The errorists against whom Paul warns the Colossians, and against whom, in principle, the warning has perpetual significance, were called "Gnostics," from gnosis, "knowledge." These Gnostics "came most keenly into conflict with the exalted rank and redeeming rank of Christ, to whom they did not leave His full divine dignity, but assigned to Him merely the highest rank in the order of spirits, while they exalted angels as concerned in bringing the Messianic salvation."--H.A.W. Meyer. Paul's characteristic word in Colossians for the divine revelation is epignosis, i.e. "full knowledge." Colossians 1:9 Colossians 1:10 ; 3:10 as against the pretended "knowledge" of the errorists. The warnings apply to all extra-biblical forms, doctrines, and customs, and to all ascetic practices. 

angels (See Scofield "Hebrews 1:4") . 

2:20  Wherefore if ye be dead with Christ from the rudiments of the world, why, as though living in the world, are ye subject to ordinances, 

world 

kosmos = world-system. James 1:27 ; John 7:7 . (See Scofield "Revelation 13:8") . 

2:23  Which things have indeed a shew of wisdom in will worship, and humility, and neglecting of the body; not in any honour to the satisfying of the flesh. 

not in any 

Or, "which do not really honour God, but only satisfy the flesh" (i.e. by creating a reputation for superior sanctity). 

03 Chapter 3 
3:9  Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds; 

old man 

(See Scofield "Romans 6:6") . 

3:10  And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him: 

created 

(See Scofield "Ephesians 4:24") . 

3:14  And above all these things put on charity, which is the bond of perfectness. 

perfectness 

(See Scofield "Matthew 5:48") . 

3:15  And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are called in one body; and be ye thankful. 

God 

God Christ. 

rule See John 14:27 ; Romans 14:17 ; Philippians 4:7 . 

3:16  Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. 

grace 

Grace (imparted). vs. Colossians 4:6 ; Romans 6:1 ; 2 Peter 3:18 . 

04 Chapter 4 
4:3  Withal praying also for us, that God would open unto us a door of utterance, to speak the mystery of Christ, for which I am also in bonds: 

mystery 

(See Scofield "Matthew 13:11") . 

4:6  Let your speech be alway with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye may know how ye ought to answer every man. 

grace 

Grace (imparted). 2 Thessalonians 1:12 ; Romans 6:1 ; 2 Peter 3:18 . 

4:12  Epaphras, who is one of you, a servant of Christ, saluteth you, always labouring fervently for you in prayers, that ye may stand perfect and complete in all the will of God. 

Epaphras 

A touching illustration of priestly service, (See Scofield "1 Peter 2:9") as distinguished from ministry of gift. Shut up in prison, no longer able to preach, Epaphras was still, equally with all believers, a priest. No prison could keep him from the throne of grace, so he gave himself wholly to the priestly work of intercession. 

perfect (See Scofield "Matthew 5:48") . 

